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Reading Unit 1 Overview  
Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:    

1. Building a Reading Life/Intro to Following Characters into Meaning 

(Book 1) 

2. Navigating Nonfiction (Book 1) 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  This unit Building a Reading Life develops personal response, vision and empathy to 

strengthen that connection between readers and characters.  Students will refer to details and examples in 

the text when making connections, determining theme and use strategies to determine the meaning of 

words and phrases.  In the unit Navigating Non-fiction, students will learn to engage closely in 

informational text to draw conclusions, main ideas and details, summarize and explain the importance of 

events, procedures and ideas.  
Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, this unit will offer a focus for 

instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts (variety of 

genres) and tasks.  Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex 

texts.     

Student Learning Objectives 

Building a Reading Life/Intro to Following Characters into Meaning 

● Students will be able to read a variety of texts that require independence, comprehension, and 

fluency.  

● All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words in written 

English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts 

with fluency and comprehension. 

Navigating Nonfiction 

● Students will closely work with informational text to draw conclusions, determine main ideas and 

details and learn to summarize important information. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  
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Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments 

(i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code # Progress Indicators for Reading 

 

RL 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

RL 4.2 

 

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 

details in the text; summarize the text. 

RL 4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 

story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 

(e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL 4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including those that allude to 

significant characters found in mythology (e.g., 

Herculean). 

RL 4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4-5 

text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

Progress Indicators for Navigating Non-fiction 
RI 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 

 

RI 4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 

supported by key details; summarize the text. 

RI 4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 

historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 

happened and why, based on specific information in 

the text. 

RI 4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to 

a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI 4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social studies, 

science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

Speaking and Listening Standards (these standards apply to both units of study) 

SL 4.1 (a-d) Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
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building on others' ideas and expressing their own 

clearly. 

SL 4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information 

presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL 4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides 

to support particular points. 

Unit 1 (Reading Life/Characters) Essential 

Questions (RL) 

 

● What are the procedures and routines to 

prepare students to actively engage in the 

reading workshop model? (Building a Reading 

Life and RL 4.10 & RI 4.10) 

● What specific details and words from the text 

help you to draw an inference? (RL 4.1) 

● What details through the text help you to 

determine the theme?  How do these details 

also help to summarize the text? (RL 4.2) 

● How do specific details in the text help you to 

describe characters, setting or events? (RL 4.3) 

● How do you determine the meaning of 

unfamiliar words, phrases and illusions? (RL 

4.4) 

Unit 1 (Reading Life/Characters) Enduring 

Understandings (RL) 

● Students will understand the basic 

procedures of Reading Workshop and 

will know the expectations. (RL 4.10 

& RI 4.10) 

● Students will understand that specific 

details and words from the text will 

help them to infer meaning and support 

conclusions effectively. (RL 4.1) 

● Students will understand that details 

strung through the length of the text 

will help them to determine the 

underlying theme and will help them 

summarize the big idea of the text. (RL 

4.2) 

● Students will understand and apply 

specific details from the text to 

describe characters, setting and events. 

(RL 4.3) 

● Students will be able to determine the 

definition of complex words, phrase 

and illusions through implementing 

various vocabulary strategies. (RL 4.4) 

 

Unit 2 (Navigating Non-fiction) Essential Questions 

(RI) 

 

● What specific details and words from the text 

help you to draw an inference? (RI 4.1) 

● What is the main idea of the text and explain 

how it is supported by key details?  How do 

these key details help to summarize the text? 

(RI 4.2) 

● What specific information do you know about 

events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 

historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based 

on specific information in the text. (RI 4.3) 

● How do you determine the meaning of general 

academic and domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic 

or subject area? (RI 4.4) 

Unit 2 (Navigating Non-fiction) Enduring 

Understandings (RI) 

● Students will cite specific details and 

words from the text help you to draw 

an inference. (RI 4.1) 

● Students will determine the main idea 

of the text and explain how it is 

supported by key details.  Students will 

use these key details help to summarize 

the text. (RI 4.2) 

● Students will cite specific information 

you know about events, procedures, 

ideas, or concepts in a historical, 

scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, 

based on specific information in the 

text. (RI 4.3) 
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● Students will determine the meaning of 

general academic and domain-

specific words or phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 4 topic or 

subject area. (RI 4.4) 
Module/Marking Period  Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

● Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. (RL 4.1 and RI 4.1) 

● Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. (RL 

4.2)  

● Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the 

text. (RI 4.2) 

● Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 

the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). (RL 4.3) 

● Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. (RI 4.3) 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that 

allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). (RL 4.4) 

● Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. (RI 4.4) 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● TC Reading Assessments 

●  

Formative Assessments 

● On-going student observations,  

● Teacher conferences with students 

● TC Reading Assessments 

 

 

● Students/Group Interactions and Responses 

to text 

● Post-it and reading notebook work 

 

Benchmark and Alternate Assessments 

● TC reading levels assessment 

● Words Their Way Inventory 

● I-Ready 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Reading Life/Characters Indicators  and Lessons 

RL 4.1 

What is an inference?  How do you make an inference?  

Practice making inferences based on the text details and a 

variety of multi-media. 

5 class sessions 

RL 4.2 

What is a theme?  How do you determine theme?  What 

are common themes?  Practice identifying themes and 

support them using the text. 

4 class sessions 

RL 4.3 

What are character traits?  Apply character traits based on 

characters’ words and actions.  What is setting and how 

can you determine the setting through complex texts 

5 class sessions 
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which may directly state the setting? What is an event?  

How does that event affect the resolution of the story? 

RL 4.4 

What are context clues?  How can they help you 

determine the meaning of complex words and phrases? 

2 class sessions 

RL 4.4 

Who are significant characters in mythology?  How may 

these characters help to symbolize meaning in phrases? 

5 class sessions 

Navigating Non-fiction Indicators and Lessons 

RI 4.1 

What is an inference?  How do you make an inference?  

Practice making inferences based on the text details, 

specific quotations imply meaning and a variety of multi-

media. 

5 class sessions 

RI 4.2 

Identify main ideas and detail using boxes and bullets.  

Use the graphic organizer to outline the summary. 

 4 class sessions 

RI 4.3 

Identify events, procedures, ideas or concepts in various 

informational texts.  Explain the importance of such 

events, procedures, ideas and concepts.  Use the text to 

support your reasoning. 

5 class sessions 

RI 4.4 

Identify domain-specific words and phrases and general 

academic words.  Teach strategy to determine meaning, 

such as context, using the glossary or researching outside 

sources to uncover unknown words or phrases. 

5 class sessions 

Teacher Notes:  Be sure to include activities that address and measure the speaking and listening and 

reading foundational standards throughout the marking period as you see fit.  Refer to the TC bends and 

teaching points for more specific ideas on how to teach your lessons. 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NJSLS 
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Reading Unit 2 Overview  
Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:               

1. Following Characters (Books 1-2) 

2. Navigating Nonfiction (Book 2) 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  Students will expand upon reading a variety of literary and informational text while 

applying more complex skills such as comparing the structure of texts, points of view, making connections 

between a range of text on the same topic and comparing and contrasting themes across stories from 

different cultures. 

Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, this unit will offer a focus for 

instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts (variety of 

genres) and tasks.  Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex 

texts. 

 

Student Learning Objectives 

Following Characters (Books 1-2)  & Navigating Nonfiction (Book 2) 

● Students will be able to read a variety of texts that require independence, comprehension, and 

fluency.  

● All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words in written 

English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts 

with fluency and comprehension. 

● All students will identify differences between various literary genres and make connection and 

comparisons between a range of multi-media presentations (i.e. short passages, poems, video 

clips, etc.). 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  
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8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Reading 

 
RL 4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 

elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 

settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

RL 4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

RL 4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 

the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the 

text. 

RL 4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good 

and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature 

from different cultures. 

RL 4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 

the high end of the range. 

 

 

 
RI 4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI 4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

RI 4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

RI 4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

RI 4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. 

RI 4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 
SL 4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL 4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the 

development of main ideas or themes. 

SL 4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use 

formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 

here for specific expectations.) 

Unit 3 (Following Characters into Meaning) 

Essential Questions 

 

Unit 3 (Following Characters into Meaning) 

Enduring Understandings 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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● What are the major differences between 

the structure of written or spoken poems, 

drama, and prose? (RL 4.5) 

● What are the similarities and differences 

between the points of view from which 

different stories are narrated including the 

difference between first and third person 

narrations? (RL 4.6) 

● What are the connections between the text 

of a story or drama and a visual or oral 

presentation of the text? (RL 4.7) 

● What are the similarities between the 

treatment of themes and topics and 

patterns of even in stories, myths, and 

traditional literal from various cultures? 

(RL 4.9)  

 

● Students will understand the major 

differences between the structure of written 

or spoken poems, drama, and prose. (RL 

4.5) 

● Students will understand the similarities and 

differences between the points of view from 

which different stories are narrated including 

the difference between first and third person 

narrations. (RL 4.6) 

● Students will understand are the connections 

between the text of a story or drama and a 

visual or oral presentation of the text. (RL 

4.7) 

● Students will be able to the similarities 

between the treatment of themes and topics 

and patterns of even in stories, myths, and 

traditional literal from various cultures. (RL 

4.9) 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4 (Navigating Non-Fiction) Essential 

Questions 

● What is the overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, 

concepts, or information in a text or part 

of a text? (RI 4.5) 

● How do firsthand and secondhand account 

of the same event or topic and compare 

and contrast? What are the differences in 

focus and the information provided? (RI 

4.6) 

● How do you interpret information 

presented visually, orally, or quantitatively 

(e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time 

lines, animations, or interactive elements 

on Web pages) and explain how the 

information contributes to an 

understanding of the text in which it 

appears? (RI 4.7) 

● How does an author use reasons and 

evidence to support particular points in a 

text? (RI 4.8) 

● How do you gather and integrate 

information from two texts on the same 

topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably? (RI 4.9) 

Unit 4 (Navigating Non-Fiction) Enduring 

Understandings 

● Students will identify the overall structure 

(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, 

or information in a text or part of a text. (RI 

4.5) 

● Students will recognize firsthand and 

secondhand account of the same event or 

topic and compare and contrast. Students 

will understand the differences in focus and 

the information provided. (RI 4.6) 

● Students will interpret information presented 

visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 

animations, or interactive elements on Web 

pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in 

which it appears. (RI 4.7) 

● Students will understand how and why an 

author used reasons and evidence to support 

particular points in a text. (RI 4.8) 

● Students will gather and integrate 

information from two texts on the same 

topic in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgeably. (RI 4.9) 
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Module Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

● Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements 

of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, 

dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. (RL 4.5) 

● Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the 

difference between first- and third-person narrations. (RL 4.6) 

● Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the 

text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. (RL 

4.7) 

● Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and 

evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from 

different cultures. (RL 4.9) 

● Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 

events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. (RI 4.5) 

● Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the 

differences in focus and the information provided. (RI 4.6) 

● Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. (RI 4.7) 

● Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (RI 4.8) 

● Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably. (RI 4.9) 

 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● TC Reading Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● On-going student observations  

● Teacher conferences with students 

● TC Reading Assessments 

● Students/Group Interactions and Responses 

to text 

● Post-it and reading notebook work 

 

Benchmark and Alternate Assessments 

● TC reading level assessment 

● Words Their Way Inventory 

● I-Ready 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

 

RL 4.5 

What are a poem, drama and prose?  What are the differences and 

similarities in their structure?  What are the elements of poetry and drama? 

3 class sessions 

RL 4.6 

What is point of view?  What are the similarities and differences of the 

point of view from which different stories are narrated?  Determine the 

point of view of a text. 

3 class sessions 

RL 4.7 6 class sessions 
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What are connections can be made between two texts?  What connections 

can be made between text and technology presentations? 

RL 4.9 

Review theme and how to determine it.  Compare and contrast similar 

themes and topics in stories, myths and traditional literature.  

4 class sessions 

Navigating Non-Fiction (RI) Standards 

RI 4.5 

What are some informational text structures?  What key words and text 

features can help me determine which structure a text is following? 

4 class sessions 

RI 4.6 

What is a firsthand account and what is a secondhand account? What are 

the similarities and differences between the first and secondhand accounts 

of the same event or topic? 

3 class sessions 

RI 4.7 

How do you interpret visual, oral or quantitative information?  How does 

the information help you understand the text on a higher level? 

4 class sessions 

RI 4.8 

How does an author use reasons and evidence to support particular points in 

a text? 

4 class sessions 

RI 4.9 

How do you integrate information from two texts on the same topic?  What 

are some strategies to accomplish this in order to write or speak about the 

subject knowledgably? 

6 class sessions 

Teacher Notes:  Be sure to include activities that address and measure the speaking and listening and 

reading foundational standards throughout the marking period as you see fit. 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NJSLS 

 

 

Reading Unit 3 Overview  
Content Area:                            Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:               

1. Interpretation Book Clubs  

(fiction/historical fiction/biography-choose your focus)  

2. Test Prep 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  This module will focus on enhancing student comprehension, fluency, response to text, 

listening and speaking skills and synthesizing the text.  Part two of this unit will flow into Test Prep where 

students will practice all of the skills and concepts required to be successful on the PARCC. 

Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards this unit will, offer a focus for 

instruction to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications (learned 

and practiced in Units 1-2). 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  



12 

 

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Student Learning Objectives 

Interpretation Book Clubs 

● Students will be able to read a variety of texts in book clubs that require independence, 

comprehension, and fluency.  

● All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words in written 

English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts 

with fluency and comprehension. 

● All students will identify various elements of literary genres and make connection and 

comparisons between a range of multi-media presentations (i.e. short passages, poems, video 

clips, etc.). 

Test Prep 

● All students will understand, practice and acquire higher level thinking skills in application to 

various texts and multi-media presentations on the same topic to be successful on the PARCC. 

Related Content 

● Share Drive- Interpretation Book Club Curriculum Calendar 

● Share Drive- Test Prep (?) 

● TC Digital Text Sets 

 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Reading 

Interpretation Book Clubs 

R 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences from the text. 

R 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

R 4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

R 4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

http://readingandwritingproject.com/resources/book-lists-classroom-libraries-and-text-sets-for-students/text-sets.html
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R 4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of 

good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional 

literature from different cultures. 

R 4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 

needed at the high end of the range. 

 

 

SL 4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL 4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

 

RL 4.1 What is an inference?  How do you make an inference?  Practice making inferences based 

on the text details and a variety of multi-media. 

RI 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

 

RL 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

RL 4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL 4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those 

that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

RL 4.5 What are a poem, drama and prose?  What are the differences and similarities in their 

structure?  What are the elements of poetry and drama? 

RL 4.6 What is point of view?  What are the similarities and differences of the point of view from 

which different stories are narrated?  Determine the point of view of a text. 

RL 4.7 What are connections can be made between two texts?  What connections can be made 

between text and technology presentations? 

RL 4.9 Review theme and how to determine it.  Compare and contrast similar themes and topics 

in stories, myths and traditional literature.  

RI 4.2 Identify main ideas and detail using boxes and bullets.  Use the graphic organizer to 

outline the summary. 

RI 4.3 Identify events, procedures, ideas or concepts in various informational texts.  Explain the 

importance of such events, procedures, ideas and concepts.  Use the text to support your 

reasoning. 

RI 4.4 Identify domain-specific words and phrases and general academic words.  Teach strategy 

to determine meaning, such as context, using the glossary or researching outside sources to 

uncover unknown words or phrases. 

RI 4.5 What are some informational text structures?  What key words and text features can help 

me determine which structure a text is following? 

RI 4.6 What is a firsthand account and what is a secondhand account? What are the similarities 

and differences between the first and secondhand accounts of the same event or topic? 

RI 4.7 How do you interpret visual, oral or quantitative information?  How does the information 

help you understand the text on a higher level? 

RI 4.8 How does an author use reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text? 

RI 4.9 How do you integrate information from two texts on the same topic?  What are some 

strategies to accomplish this in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgably? 

SL 4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
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SL 4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

) 
L 4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L 4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

 

L 4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 
L 4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L 4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L 4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being 

(e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 

conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

 
SL 4.1 (a-d) Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

  

SL 4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL 4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the 

development of main ideas or themes. 

SL 4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use 

formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 

here for specific expectations.) 

Unit 1 Essential Questions 

 

● How do you refer to details and examples 

in a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text? (R 4.1) 

● How do you determine a theme of a 

story, drama, or poem from details in 

the text; summarize the text? (R 4.2) 

● How do you describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story 

or drama, drawing on specific details 

in the text (e.g., a character’s 

thoughts, words, or actions)? (R 4.3) 

● How do you compare and contrast 

the point of view from which 

different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between 

Unit 1 Enduring Understandings 

 

● Students will refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from 

the text. (R 4.1) 

● Students will determine a theme of a 

story, drama, or poem from details in 

the text; summarize the text. (R 4.2) 

● Students will describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in a story or 

drama, drawing on specific details in 

the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). (R 4.3) 

● Students will compare and contrast the 

point of view from which different 

stories are narrated, including the 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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first- and third-person narrations? (R 

4.6) 

 

 

 

 

● How do you compare and contrast 

the treatment of similar themes and 

topics (e.g., opposition of good and 

evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the 

quest) in stories, myths, and 

traditional literature from different 

cultures? (R 4.9) 

● How do you engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 4 

topics and texts, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own 

clearly? (SL 4.1) 

● How do you identify the reasons and 

evidence a speaker provides to 

support particular points? (SL 4.3) 

difference between first- and third-

person narrations. (R 4.6) 

● Students will compare and contrast the 

treatment of similar themes and topics 

(e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 

patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in 

stories, myths, and traditional literature 

from different cultures. (R 4.9) 

● Students will engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative discussions (one-

on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

with diverse partners on grade 4 topics 

and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. (SL 4.1) 

● Students will identify the reasons and 

evidence a speaker provides to support 

particular points. (SL 4.3) 

Unit 2 Essential Questions 

● Review Units/Modules 1-2 Essential 

Questions which cover all of the above 

standards 

Unit 2 Enduring Understandings 

● Review Units/Modules 1-2 Enduring 

Understandings which cover all of the above 

standards 

Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

Interpretation Book Clubs 

Students will refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. (R 4.1) 

● Students will determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. (R 4.2) 

● Students will describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). (R 4.3) 

● Students will compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 

narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. (R 4.6) 

● Students will compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and 

traditional literature from different cultures. (R 4.9) 

● Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. (SL 4.1) 

● Students will identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 

points. (SL 4.3) 

Test Prep 

● Cite Evidence 

● Analyze Content 

● Study and Apply Grammar 
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● Study and Apply Vocabulary 

● Conduct Discussions 

● Report Findings 

 

. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● TC Reading Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● On-going student observations  

● Teacher conferences with students 

● TC Reading Assessments 

● Students/Group Interactions and Responses 

to text 

● Post-it and reading notebook work 

Benchmark and Alternate Assessments 

● TC reading levels assessment 

● Words Their Way Inventory 

● I-Ready 

 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

R 4.1 

How do you monitor for meaning by referring to details and examples in a 

text?  How can you use these details when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text? 

4-5 class sessions 

R 4.2 

What is a theme?  How do you determine a theme of a story, drama, or 

poem from details in the text? How do you summarize the text? 

3 class sessions 

R 4.3 

Review character traits and how character actions and words help to 

identify them.  How do you describe in depth a character, setting, or 

event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a 

character’s thoughts, words, or actions)? 

3 class sessions 

R 4.6 

Review point of view.  Teach ways to compare and contrast the point 

of view from which different stories are narrated, including the 

difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

3 class sessions 

R 4.9 

What is a theme?  How do you determine theme?  What are common 

themes?  Practice identifying themes and support them using the text. 

4 class sessions 

SL 4.1 

How do you engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly? 

3 class sessions 

SL 4.3 

How do you identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support 

particular points? 

3 class sessions 
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RL/RI 4.1 

The goal of close, analytic reading is for students to be able to discern and 

cite evidence from the text to support their assertions. In grade 4, students 

should refer to details and examples from the text when explaining what the 

text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text (RL/RI.4.1). 

 

 

 

4-6 weeks 

RL/RI.4.2-9 and SL.4.2-3 

The content of each text should determine which standards (RL/RI.4.2-9 

and SL.4.2-3) to target, allowing teachers to focus instruction and ensure 

that all the standards have been taught by the end of the year. 

L.4.1-3 

While grammar is meant to be a normal, everyday part of what students do, 

students should be taught explicit lessons in grammar as they read, write, 

and speak, guided by L.4.1-3. 

L.4.4-6 

To focus vocabulary instruction on words that students would be 

encouraged to use in writing and speaking, students should be given 5–10 

Tier 2 academic words per week for each text (L.4.4-6). Students require 

multiple exposures to targeted vocabulary words in authentic contexts to 

retain an understanding of the words’ meaning(s) and use the words 

effectively when writing and speaking. 

SL.4.1 

Students should engage in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

small group, teacher-led), enabling them to build effectively on one 

another’s ideas while clearly explaining their own (SL.4.1). 

SL.4.4-6 

Students should orally tell a story, recount an experience, or report on a 

topic or text in an organized manner using appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes while speaking clearly, 

at an appropriate pace (SL.4.4-6). 

Teacher Notes:   

 

Be sure to include activities that address and measure the speaking and listening and reading foundational 

standards throughout the marking period as you see fit. 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NSLS 
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Reading Unit 4 Overview 

Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:   

1. Poetry 

2. Non-fiction Book Clubs/Author Studies 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  This module will focus on “the work of comparing and contrasting as one method of 

teaching students to read closely, analyze, and express ideas.” (Curriculum Calendar- Unit 8) 

Unit Rationale:  Students must read closely to understand informational content. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Student Learning Objectives 

● Students will be able to read a variety of texts in book clubs that require independence, 

comprehension, and fluency.  

● All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and words in written 

English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts 

with fluency and comprehension. 

● All students will analyze decisions such as language and structure choices made by author, and the 

impact these choices have on the overall text. 

Related Content 

● Share Drive- Non-Fiction Book Club/Author Studies (Unit 8) 

 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Reading 

Author Studies 
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RI 4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI 4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; 

describe the differences in focus and the information provided. 

RI 4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how 

the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

RI 4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

Poetry 

RL 4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing inferences from the text. 

RL 4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

RL 4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those 

that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

RL 4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 

elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 

settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

Unit 7 (Poetry) Essential Questions 

● How do you refer to details and examples 

in a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text? (RL 4.1) 

● How do you determine a theme of a story, 

drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text? (RL 4.2) 

 

● How do you determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including those that allude to 

significant characters found in mythology 

(e.g., Herculean)? (RL 4.4) 

● How do you explain major differences 

between poems, drama, and prose, and 

refer to the structural elements of poems 

(e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama 

(e.g., casts of characters, settings, 

descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) 

when writing or speaking about a text? 

(RL 4.5) 

Unit 7 (Poetry) Enduring Understandings 

● Students will refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from 

the text. (RL 4.1) 

● Students will determine a theme of a story, 

drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. (RL 4.2) 

 

● Students will determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including those that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology (e.g., 

Herculean). (RL 4.4) 

● Students will explain major differences 

between poems, drama, and prose, and refer 

to the structural elements of poems (e.g., 

verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts 

of characters, settings, descriptions, 

dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 

speaking about a text. (RL 4.5) 

Unit 8 (Non-fiction Book Clubs/Author Studies)  

Essential Questions 

● What is the overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events, ideas, 

concepts, or information did the author 

decide to use in a text or part of a text? (RI 

4.5) 

● Did the author write in firsthand or 

secondhand account?  How did the author 

Unit 8 (Non-fiction Book Clubs/Author Studies) 

Enduring Understandings 

● Students will understand and identify the 

overall structure (e.g., chronology, 

comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, concepts, or information the 

author decided to use in a text or part of a 

text. (RI 4.5) 

● Students will identify if the author wrote in 

firsthand or secondhand account and how 
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focus on the information provided? (RI 

4.6) 

● How did the author help you interpret the 

information presented visually, orally, or 

quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, or 

interactive elements on Web pages) and 

explain how the information the author 

included contributes to an understanding 

of the text in which it appears? (RI 4.7) 

● How does an author use reasons and 

evidence to support particular points in a 

text? (RI 4.8) 

● How does the reader gather and integrate 

information from two texts written by the 

same author, to write or speak about the 

author or subject knowledgeably? (RI 4.9) 

the author focused on the information 

provided. (RI 4.6) 

● Students will identify how the author helped 

them to interpret the information presented 

visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 

animations, or interactive elements on Web 

pages) and will explain how the information 

the author included contributes to an 

understanding of the text in which it 

appears. (RI 4.7) 

● Students will identify and explain how the 

author used reasons and evidence to support 

particular points in a text. (RI 4.8) 

● Students will gather and integrate 

information from two texts written by the 

same author, and write or speak about the 

author or subject knowledgeably. (RI 4.9) 

Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

● Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 

events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. (RI 4.5) 

● Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the 

differences in focus and the information provided. (RI 4.6) 

● Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 

contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. (RI 4.7) 

● Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. (RI 4.8) 

● Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably. (RI 4.9) 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● TC Reading Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● On-going student observations  

● Teacher conferences with students 

● TC Reading Assessments 

● Students/Group Interactions and Responses 

to text 

● Post-it and reading notebook work 

Benchmark and Alternate Assessments 

● TC reading levels assessment 

● Words Their Way Inventory 

● I-Ready 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

RI 4.5 4 class sessions 
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What are some informational text structures that author commonly uses?  

What key words and text features can help me determine which structure a 

text is following? 

RI 4.6 

What is a firsthand account and what is a secondhand account? What are 

the similarities and differences in points of view that this author shows?  

Why do you think these point of view differ in some texts? 

2 class sessions 

RI 4.7 

How do you interpret visual, oral or quantitative information?  How does 

the information help you understand the text on a higher level?  How does 

the author make decisions about which type of information will benefit the 

readers’ knowledge? 

4 class sessions 

RI 4.8 

How does an author use reasons and evidence to support particular points in 

a text?  Be able to explain why these reasons are important. 

4 class sessions 

Poetry 

RL 4.1 

What details in the text can help a reader understand a poem’s message?  

Use detail and examples to drawing inferences from the text. 

5 class sessions 

RL 4.2 

What is a theme?  How do you determine theme?  What are common 

themes?  Practice identifying themes and support them using the text. 

5 class sessions 

RL 4.4 

What are context clues?  How can they help you determine the meaning of 

complex words and phrases in poems? 

5 class sessions 

RL 4.5 

Teach basic vocabulary (e.g., stanza, line, verse, rhythm, meter) referring to 

the structural elements of poems.  Explain major differences between 

poems, drama, and prose. 

5 class sessions 

Teacher Notes:  Be sure to include activities that address and measure the speaking and listening and 

reading foundational standards throughout the marking period as you see fit. 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NJSLS 

 

Writing Unit 1 Overview  
Content Area:       Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:    

1. The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative 

2. Personal/Persuasive Essay 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Module Summary:  This Arc of Story/Personal Narrative unit calls for children to orient readers, manage 

the sequence of events and use words and details to convey experiences and events precisely.  (Curriculum 

Calendar 2012-2013.)  The Personal/Persuasive Essay Unit is designed to help students with the difficult 

work of learning to write well within an expository structure.”  

Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, each year in their writing, 

students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and 

syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding 

content and sources.  The expected growth in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards 

themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C. 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
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Student Learning Objectives 

The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative 

● Students will be able to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events in a 

clear, coherent and sequential format. 

● Students will be able to move fluidly through the writing process with guidance and support from 

peers and adults with and without technology. 

Personal/Persuasive Essay 

● Students will produce clear and coherent personal/persuasive essays which include a thesis 

supported with reasons and explanations, as well as, transitional words and phrases. 

● Recall and gather information in the form of notes or graphic organizers and provide a list of 

sources. 

● Students will be able to write routinely over extended time frames for a range of purposes. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Writing 

The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative 

W 4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
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demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 

here.) 
W 4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 

of one page in a single sitting. 

 
 

W 4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 

print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list 

of sources. 
W 4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Personal/Persuasive Essay 

W 4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons 

and information. 
W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 

here.) 
W 4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 

print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list 

of sources. 
W 4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Unit 1 (The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative)  

Essential Questions  

 

● How do you write narratives to develop 

real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, descriptive 

details, and clear event sequences? (W 

4.3) 

● How do you produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience? (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, how do you develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, 

and editing? (W 4.5) 

● With some guidance and support from 

adults, how do you use technology, 

Unit 1 (The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative)  

Enduring Understandings  

 

● Students will be able to write narratives to 

develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, descriptive 

details, and clear event sequences. (W 4.3) 

● Students will produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, students will develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and 

editing. (W 4.5) 

● With some guidance and support from 

adults, students will use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce and 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others while 

demonstrating sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to (type a minimum of 

one page in a single sitting)? (W 4.6) 

 

 

● How do you recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources? (W 4.8) 

● How do you practice writing routinely 

over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences? 

(W 4.10) 

publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others while demonstrating 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills to 

(type a minimum of one page in a single 

sitting). (W 4.6) 

 

 

 

● Students will recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources. (W 4.8) 

● Students will practice writing routinely over 

extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. (W 4.10) 

 

Unit 2 (Personal/Persuasive Essay) Essential 

Questions  

● How do you write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information?(W 4.1) 

● How do you produce clear and coherent 

essay writing in which the development 

and organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience? (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, how do you develop and strengthen 

essay writing as needed by planning, 

revising, and editing? (W 4.5) 

● How do you recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources? (W 4.8) 

● How do you practice essay writing 

routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences? 

(W 4.10) 

Unit 2 (Personal/Persuasive Essay) Enduring 

Understandings  

● Students will be able to write opinion pieces 

on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 

with reasons and information.(W 4.1) 

● Students will be able to produce clear and 

coherent essay writing in which the 

development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, students will develop and strengthen 

essay writing as needed by planning, 

revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

● Students will be able to recall relevant 

information from experiences or gather 

relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize 

information, and provide a list of sources. 

(W 4.8) 

● Students will be able to practice essay 

writing routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W 4.10) 

Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

 

The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative 
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● Students will be able to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. (W 4.3) 

● Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

 

 

● With some guidance and support from adults, students will use technology, including the Internet, 

to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others while 

demonstrating sufficient command of keyboarding skills to (type a minimum of one page in a 

single sitting). (W 4.6) 

● Students will recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from 

print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. (W 

4.8) 

● Students will practice writing routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W 4.10) 

Personal/Persuasive Essay 

● Students will be able to write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information.(W 4.1) 

● Students will be able to produce clear and coherent essay writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen essay 

writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

● Students will be able to recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a 

list of sources. (W 4.8) 

● Students will be able to practice essay writing routinely over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W 4.10) 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● On Demand Assessments 

Formative Assessments 

● Teacher observations 

● Writing samples 

● Writing notebook observation of skills 

● Typed writing samples 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

The Arc of Story/Personal Narrative 

W 4.3 

What is a narrative?  What are some elements of fictional writing?  What 

are some effective techniques used to write narratives?  What are strategies 

to ensure clear sequence and add descriptive details? 

5 class sessions 

W 4.4 

How can I organize my writing in a clear and coherent format? 
2-3 class sessions 

W 4.5 throughout the unit 
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How do I plan for a narrative?  What are some strategies for revising 

narratives?  How can I edit my narrative? 

W 4.6 

How can I use technology to produce and publish writing?  How can I 

interact and collaborate with other digitally? 

 

 

5 class sessions 

W 4.8 

How can I recall and gather relevant information from my life and from 

print or digital sources?  How can note-taking help to improve my writing? 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.10 

How can I organize my thoughts about areas I’m interested in writing in?  

How do I get started?  How do I build stamina to write and type in an 

extended time frame and adjust to write in a shorter time frame? 

2-3 class sessions (once 

introduced this should 

continue for 10 minutes 

daily as Routine Writing) 

Personal/Persuasive Essay 

W 4.1 

Students will be able to write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 

point of view with reasons and information. 

throughout the unit 

W 4.4 

Students will be able to produce clear and coherent essay writing in which 

the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

throughout the unit 

W 4.5 

With guidance and support from peers and adults, students will develop and 

strengthen essay writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

throughout the unit 

W 4.8 

Students will be able to recall relevant information from experiences or 

gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and 

categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.10 

Students will be able to practice essay writing routinely over extended time 

frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

2-3 class sessions (once 

introduced this should 

continue for 10 minutes 

daily as Routine Writing) 

 

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NJSLS 
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Writing Unit 2 Overview  
Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Titles:    

1. Realistic Fiction 

2. Bringing History to Life 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  The Realistic Fiction unit builds on all of the writing skills your students have been 

accumulating and promotes students in showing a strong grasp of craft moves.  The unit Bringing History 

to Life helps students use what they have previously about boxes and bullets and information writing to 

elaborate facts, details and descriptions to develop a specific topic. 

Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, writing, students should 

demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax 

to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding 

content and sources. 

Student Learning Objectives 

Unit Objectives 

● Students will be able to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events in a 

clear, coherent and sequential format. 

● Students will be able to research and understand the elements of a certain historical time period 

and develop an informational text about that historical time. 

● Students will be able to move fluidly through the writing process with guidance and support from 

peers and adults with and without technology. 

● Recall and gather information in the form of notes or graphic organizers and provide a list of 

sources. 

● Students will be able to write routinely over extended time frames for a range of purposes. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  
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8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Writing 

Realistic Fiction 

W 4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.) 

W 4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single 

sitting. 

W 4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

W 4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Bringing History to Life 
W 4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

W 4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 

are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.) 

W 4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic. 

W 4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

W 4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

W 4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Unit 3 (Realistic Fiction) Essential Questions  

 

● How do you write narratives to develop 

real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, descriptive 

details, and clear event sequences? (W 

4.3) 

Unit 3 (Realistic Fiction) Enduring 

Understandings  

● Students will write narratives to develop real 

or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, descriptive details, and 

clear event sequences. (W 4.3) 

● Students will be able to produce clear and 

coherent essay writing in which the 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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● How do you produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience? (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, how do you develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, 

and editing?(W 4.5) 

● With some guidance and support from 

adults, how do you use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills 

to type a minimum of one page in a single 

sitting? (W 4.6) 

● How do you recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources? (W 4.8) 

 

 

● How do you practice essay writing 

routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences? 

(W 4.10) 

development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, students will develop and strengthen 

essay writing as needed by planning, 

revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

● With some guidance and support from 

adults, students will use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills to 

type a minimum of one page in a single 

sitting. (W 4.6) 

● Students will be able to recall relevant 

information from experiences or gather 

relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize 

information, and provide a list of sources. 

(W 4.8) 

 

● Students will be able to practice essay 

writing routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W 4.10) 

 

Unit 4 (Bringing History to Life) Essential 

Questions  

● How do you write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information? (W 4.1) 

● How do you write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly? (W 4.2) 

● How do you produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience? (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, how do you develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, 

and editing?(W 4.5) 

● How do you conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a 

topic? (W 4.7) 

Unit 4 (Bringing History to Life Enduring 

Understandings  

● Students will write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information. (W 4.1) 

● Students will write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and convey ideas 

and information clearly. (W 4.2) 

● Students will be able to produce clear and 

coherent essay writing in which the 

development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, students will develop and strengthen 

essay writing as needed by planning, 

revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

● Students will conduct short research projects 

that build knowledge through investigation 

of different aspects of a topic. (W 4.7) 
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● How do you recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources? (W 4.8) 

● How do you draw evidence from literary 

or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research? (W 4.9) 

● How do you practice essay writing 

routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences? 

(W 4.10) 

● Students will be able to recall relevant 

information from experiences or gather 

relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize 

information, and provide a list of sources. 

(W 4.8) 

● Students will draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. (W 4.9) 

● Students will be able to practice essay 

writing routinely over extended time frames 

(time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. (W 4.10) 

Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

Realistic Fiction 

● Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear event sequences. (W 4.3) 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 

standards 1-3 above.) (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.) (W 4.5) 

● With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W 4.6) 

● Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. (W 4.8) 

● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. (W 4.10) 

Bringing History to Life 

● Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 

(W 4.1) 

● Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

(W 4.2) 

● Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 

standards 1-3 above.) (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.) (W 4.5) 

● Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of 

a topic. (W 4.7) 

● Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 

sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. (W 4.8) 

● Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

(W 4.9) 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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● Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. (W 4.10) 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● On Demand Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Teacher observations 

● Writing samples 

● Writing notebook observation of skills 

● Typed writing samples 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Realistic Fiction 

W 4.3 

What is a narrative?  What are some elements of fictional writing?  What 

are some effective techniques used to write narratives?  What are strategies 

to ensure clear sequence and add descriptive details? 

5 class sessions 

W 4.4 

How can I organize my writing in a clear and coherent format? 

 

 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.5 

How do I plan for a narrative?  What are some strategies for revising 

narratives?  How can I edit my narrative? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.6 

How can I use technology to produce and publish writing?  How can I 

interact and collaborate with other digitally? 

5 class sessions 

W 4.8 

How can I recall and gather relevant information from my life and from 

print or digital sources?  How can note-taking help to improve my writing? 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.10 

How can I organize my thoughts about areas I’m interested in writing 

about?  How do I get started?  How do I build stamina to write and type in 

an extended time frame and adjust to write in a shorter time frame? 

2-3 class sessions (once 

introduced this should 

continue for 10 minutes 

daily as Routine Writing) 

Bringing History to Life 

W 4.1 

What is an opinion?  How do I write an opinion essay?  How do I support 

my point of view with reasons and information? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.2 

How do I write informative or explanatory text to examine a topic?  How 

do I convey my ideas and information clearly? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.4 

How do I produce clear and coherent essay writing?  How do I develop and 

organize an essay appropriate to task, purpose, and audience? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.5 

How do I develop and strengthen essay by planning, revising, and editing? 
throughout the unit 

W 4.8 

How do I recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources?  How can I effectively take 

notes, categorize information, and provide a list of sources? 

2-3 class sessions 
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W 4.9 

How do I draw evidence from literary or informational text to support 

analysis, reflection and research? 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.10 

How can I organize my thoughts about historical topics I’m interested in 

writing about?  How do I get started?  How do I build stamina to write and 

type in an extended time frame and adjust to write in a shorter time frame? 

2-3 class sessions (once 

introduced this should 

continue for 10 minutes 

daily as Routine Writing) 

 

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

● NJSLS 
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Writing Unit 3 Overview  
Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Title:    

1. Literary Essay 

2. Test Prep 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  The Literary Essay Unit aims to make reading a more intense, analytical experience for 

your people, equipping them with tools they need to write expository essays that advance an idea about a 

piece of literature.   Part two of this unit will flow into Test Prep where students will practice all of the 

skills and concepts required to be successful on the NJSLA. 

Unit Rationale:  According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, students should demonstrate 

increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development 

and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources.  This can 

be applied to literary essay.  The test prep unit will offer a focus for instruction to help ensure that students 

gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications (learned and practiced in Units 1-2). 

Student Learning Objectives 

Literary Essay 

● Students will write opinion essays in response to reading a specific text.   

● Students will draw evidence that supports their thesis and reasons throughout this essay. 

● Students will understand the format of a 5 paragraph essay and use this to enhance their writing. 

● Students will use transition words and phrase to signal to their readers that new information will 

be presented. 

Test Prep 

● All students will understand, practice and acquire higher level thinking skills in application to 

writing for various purposes to be successful on the NJSLA. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  
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8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Writing 

Literary Essay 
W 4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 

command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 4 here.) 

W 4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different 

aspects of a topic. 

W 4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 

W 4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

 

 

 

Test Prep 

Skill of Focus for NJSLA- Analyze Content 
SL 4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL 4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points. 

Skill of Focus for NJSLA- Study and Apply Grammar (Reading and Writing) 
L 4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

L 4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L 4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

Skill of Focus for NJSLA- Study and Apply Vocabulary 

L 4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L 4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 

word meanings. 

L 4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of 

being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., 

wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). 

Skill of Focus for NJSLA- Conduct Discussions 
SL 4.1 (a-d) Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

 Skill of Focus for NJSLA- Report Findings 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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SL 4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, 

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL 4.5 Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance 

the development of main ideas or themes. 

SL 4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 

situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use 

formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 

1 here for specific expectations.) 

Unit 5 (Literary Essay) Essential Questions  

 

● How do you write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information? (W 4.1) 

● How do you produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience? (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, how do you develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, 

and editing? (W 4.5) 

 

● How do you conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic? 

(W 4.7) 

● How do you recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources? (W 4.8) 

● How do you draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research? (W 4.9) 

Unit 5 (Literary Essay) Enduring 

Understandings  

● Students will write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting a point of view with 

reasons and information. (W 4.1) 

● Students will produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and 

adults, students will develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, 

and editing. (W 4.5) 

 

● Students will conduct short research 

projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

(W 4.7) 

● Students will recall relevant information 

from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; 

take notes and categorize information, and 

provide a list of sources. (W 4.8) 

● Students will draw evidence from literary 

or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research. (W 4.9) 

Unit 6 (Test Prep) Essential Questions 

● Review Units/Modules 1-2 Essential 

Questions which cover all of the above 

standards. 

●  

Unit 6 (Test Prep) Enduring Understandings 

● Review Units/Modules 1-2 Enduring 

Understandings which cover all of the 

above standards. 

●  

Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

Literary Essay  

● Write literary essays on texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. (W 4.1) 

● Produce clear and coherent literary essay in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W 4.4) 

● With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen literary essays as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W 4.5) 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/
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● With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 

command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. (W 4.6) 

● Gather relevant information from print; take notes (box and bullets, post-its etc.) and categorize 

information to support your thesis. (W 4.8) 

● Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

(W 4.9) 

Test Prep 

● Cite Evidence 

● Analyze Content 

● Study and Apply Grammar 

● Study and Apply Vocabulary 

● Conduct Discussions 

● Report Findings 

 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● On Demand Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Teacher observations 

● Writing samples 

 

● Writing notebook observation of skills 

● Typed writing samples 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Literary Essay- Standards and Lessons 

W 4.1 

What is an opinion essay?  What is a literary essay?  How do you write a 5 

paragraph essay?  How do you support your point of view with reasons and 

information? 

4-5 class sessions 

W 4.4 

What are some strategies to produce a clear and coherent thesis?  How do 

you use reasons to develop and organize a literary essay that are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience? 

2-3 class sessions 

W 4.5 

How do you use guidance and support from peers and adults, to develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.7 

How do you conduct short research projects on your text of focus that build 

knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic? 

2 class sessions 

W 4.8 

How do you recall gather relevant information from your text to support 

your thesis throughout your literary essay?  What are some ways to take 

notes and categorize information?  How can I use a box and bullets to 

organize my essay? 

throughout the unit 

W 4.9 

What are some strategies to draw evidence from literary or informational 

texts to support analysis, reflection, and research? 

2-3 class sessions 

Test Prep Areas of Focus 

RL/RI.4.2-9 and SL.4.2-3 4-6 weeks 
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The content of each text should determine which standards (RL/RI.4.2-9 

and SL.4.2-3) to target, allowing teachers to focus instruction and ensure 

that all the standards have been taught by the end of the year. 

L.4.1-3 

While grammar is meant to be a normal, everyday part of what students do, 

students should be taught explicit lessons in grammar as they read, write, 

and speak, guided by L.4.1-3. 

L.4.4-6 

To focus vocabulary instruction on words that students would be 

encouraged to use in writing and speaking, students should be given 5–10 

Tier 2 academic words per week for each text (L.4.4-6). Students require 

multiple exposures to targeted vocabulary words in authentic contexts to 

retain an understanding of the words’ meaning(s) and use the words 

effectively when writing and speaking. 

SL.4.1 

Students should engage in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

small group, teacher-led), enabling them to build effectively on one 

another’s ideas while clearly explaining their own (SL.4.1). 

SL.4.4-6 

Students should orally tell a story, recount an experience, or report on a 

topic or text in an organized manner using appropriate facts and relevant, 

descriptive details to support main ideas or themes while speaking clearly, 

at an appropriate pace (SL.4.4-6). 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

NJSLS 
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Writing Unit 4 Overview  
Content Area:                          Language Arts Literacy                    

Unit Title:    

1. Poetry 

2. Journalism 

Target Course/Grade Level:  4 

Unit Summary:  The Poetry unit aims not just to teach students to write poetry well, but also to make 

youngsters into more aware and more knowledgeable readers of poetry.  This unit also aims to teach 

children more about reading-writing connections and revision and qualities of good writing that pertain to 

all of writing, not just to poetry.  A unit of study in poetry writing can usher your students into a world in 

which reading and writing are deeply connected.  (Poetry-Curricular Calendar TCRWP)  The Journalism 

unit helps students learn to write quickly, to revise purposefully and swiftly, and to write from positions of 

thoughtful observation within their community.  (Journalism- Curricular Calendar TCRWP) 

Unit Rationale:  NJSLS has meant that poetry is playing a far more dramatic role on high-stakes tests. 

Presumably because the NJSLS places a premium on text complexity and asks for readers to think 

between the author’s decisions about language and structure and the text’s meaning, students are 

increasingly asked to engage in close, text-based, interpretive reading of poetry and to reflect on the craft 

moves that authors have made when writing those poems.  (Poetry- Curricular Calendar TCRWP)  

According to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, students are required to “write 

informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.”  The 

journalism unit is an engaging way to teach this. 

Student Learning Objectives 

Poetry 

● Students will move through the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish poetry. (W 

4.4) 

● Students will receive guidance from peers and adults to write meaningful and expressive poems. 

(W 4.5) 

● Students will use technology to collaborate and type a poem in a single sitting. (W 4.6) 

Journalism 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will explain and develop their point of view and 

opinion. 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will inform and explain an event, situation or topic. 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will develop a narrative based on a real event. 

Interdisciplinary Content  

The following Social Studies standards will be met:  

6.1 Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community.  

6.1.P.A.1 Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines.  

Comprehensive Health and PE standard: 

2.2.4.C.1 Determine how an individual’s character develops over time and impacts personal 

health (physical, mental, emotional, social). 

2.3.3.A.1 Describe the qualities (common values, love, emotional support) that form health 

family relationships. 

21st Century Themes and Skills:  
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CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.   

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using global competence.  

Technology  

8.1.P.A.1 Use an input device to select an item and navigate the screen.  

8.1.P.A.5 Demonstrate the ability to access and use resources on a computing device.  

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e.  

games, museums). 
 

Code #                                  Progress Indicators for Writing 

Poetry 

W 4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W 4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, and editing.  

W 4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single 

sitting. 

Journalism 
W 4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 

information. 

 

W 4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 

clearly. 

W 4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

Unit 1 Essential Questions  

● How do you move through the writing 

process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and 

publish poetry? (W 4.4) 

● How do you give and receive guidance 

from peers to write meaningful and 

expressive poems? (W 4.5) 

● How do you use technology to collaborate 

and type a poem in a single sitting? (W 

4.6) 

Unit 1 Enduring Understandings  

● Students will move through the writing 

process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and 

publish poetry. (W 4.4) 

● Students will receive guidance from peers 

and adults to write meaningful and 

expressive poems. (W 4.5) 

● Students will use technology to collaborate 

and type a poem in a single sitting. (W 4.6) 

 

Unit 2 Essential Questions ] 

● How do you produce a journalism piece 

that will explain and develop their point of 

view and opinion? (W 4.1) 

● How do you produce a journalism piece 

that will inform and explain an event, 

situation or topic? (W 4.2) 

● How do you produce a journalism piece 

that will develop a narrative based on a 

real event? (W 4.3) 

Unit 2 Enduring Understandings  

● Students will produce a journalism piece 

that will explain and develop their point of 

view and opinion. (W 4.1) 

● Students will produce a journalism piece 

that will inform and explain an event, 

situation or topic. (W 4.2) 

● Students will produce a journalism piece 

that will develop a narrative based on a real 

event. (W 4.3) 
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Unit Learning Targets 

Using a variety of multi-media and technologies students will ... 

Poetry 

● Students will move through the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish poetry. (W 

4.4) 

● Students will receive guidance from peers and adults to write meaningful and expressive poems. 

(W 4.5) 

● Students will use technology to collaborate and type a poem in a single sitting. (W 4.6) 

Journalism 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will explain and develop their point of view and 

opinion. (W 4.1) 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will inform and explain an event, situation or topic. 

(W 4.2) 

● Students will produce a journalism piece that will develop a narrative based on a real event. (W 

4.3) 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessments:   

● On Demand Assessments 

 

Formative Assessments 

● Teacher observations 

● Writing samples 

● Writing notebook observation of skills 

● Typed writing samples 

 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Poetry 

W 4.4 

What are the basics of poetry?  What types of poems can I write? How are 

different poems organized? 

3 class sessions 

W 4.5 

How can I work with peers and adults to develop and strengthen my 

writing? How can the writing process help me?  

5 class sessions 

W 4.6 

How can I use technology to collaborate with my peers and move through 

the writing process in one sitting? 

5 class sessions 

Journalism 

W 4.1 

How can I include my opinion in journalism writing on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons and information? 

3 class sessions 

W 4.2 

How can I explain and inform my readers about events to examine a topic 

and convey ideas and information clearly. 

5 class sessions 

W 4.3 

How can I retell an event or situation like a non-fiction narratives and 

develop real experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 

details, and clear event sequences? 

5 class sessions 
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Curriculum Development Resources 

 NJSLS 

 

 

Please click on the link below to view the district’s Differentiated Instructional Strategies 

for Gifted and Talented students, English Language Learners, Special Education/504 

Students and/or Academically At-Risk Students. https://www.plps-k12.org/Page/3543  

 

https://www.plps-k12.org/Page/3543
https://www.plps-k12.org/Page/3543
https://www.plps-k12.org/Page/3543
https://www.plps-k12.org/Page/3543

